Tamil Name HiE|n{nin
Common Name Basil
Biological Source Ocimum basilicum
Family Lamiaceae

Geographical source:

In tropical regions of Asia and Africa. widely cultivated worldwide.

Macroscopic Characters:

e Leaves: Basil has broad, smooth, oval-shaped leaves with slightly toothed edges.
e Stem: The stem of basil is square in cross-section, typical of plants

e Flowers: Basil produces small, white to purple flowers in terminal spikes.

e Odour : Basil has a strong, aromatic scent, often described as sweet and spicy.



Chemical Constituents:

e [Essential oils - Eugenol, linalool, methyl chavicol, flavonoids and phenolic compounds.

Uses:

e Herbal remedies for digestive disorders.
e Anti-inflammatory purpose.

e Natural insect repellent.



