
 

Tamil Name சசசசசசசச 

Common Name  Scented Oleander 

Biological Source  Nerium oleander 

Family  Apocynaceae 

 

Geographical Source: 

Native to the Mediterranean region, but now widely distributed in tropical and subtropical 

regions worldwide, including parts of Asia, Africa, and the Americas. 

 

Macroscopic Characters: 

 Leaves: Long, narrow, and lanceolate with a smooth, glossy surface. The leaves are 

arranged in pairs or whorls and are typically 10-20 cm long. 

 Stem: Woody, erect, and can grow up to 2-6 meters tall. The branches are often thick and 

contain a milky latex. 

 Flowers: Large, showy, and fragrant, with five petal-like lobes. They can be white, pink, 

red, or yellow and bloom in clusters. 

 Fruit: A long, slender capsule containing several seeds, which are dispersed by wind. 



 

Chemical Constituents: 

 Cardiac glycosides 

 Flavonoids 

 Alkaloids 

 Saponins 

 Tannins 

 Essential oils 

 

Uses: 

 Strengthen heart contractions 

 Treat cough & bronchitis 

 Skin diseases 

 Wound healing 

 Anti-inflammatory 

  Anti-asthmatic 

 Anticancer 

  Antibacterial  

 Anti-diabetic 

 


