
  

 

Tamil Name மமமமம 

Common Name  Black Pepper 

Biological Source  Piper nigrum 

Family  Piperaceae 

 

Geographical Source: 

Black pepper is native to the Western Ghats of South India, particularly Kerala. 

Macroscopic Characters: 

 Leaves: The leaves are simple, alternate, broadly ovate with a pointed tip. 

 Flowers: The flowers are small, white to pale yellow, and grow on long, pendulous spikes 

measuring about 8-12 cm. 

 Stem: The stem is woody, flexible, and climbing likevine  

 Fruit: The fruit is a small, spherical drupe, around 4-6 mm in diameter. 

 Roots: The roots are fibrous and arise from the nodes of the stem,. 

 

Chemical Constituents:  



 Alkaloid: Piperine the primary active alkaloid responsible for  pungent flavor and 

medicinal properties. 

 Essential oils: Limonene, pinene, caryophyllene, linalool, 

 Resins, Flavonoids- Kaempferol, quercetin, Tannins and Terpenes. 

 

Uses: 

 Digestive aid 

 Appetite stimulant 

 Antioxidant 

 Antimicrobial 

 Atherosclerosis,  

 Cardiovascular diseases  

 

 

 

 

 


