
 

Tamil Name பெரிய நங்கை 

Common Name  Indian Worm Wood 

Biological Source  Andrographis lineata 

Family Acanthaceae 

 

Geographical Source : 

Native to India, particularly found in the Nilgiris hills, the Himalayas tropical and subtropical 

regions of Southeast Asia.  

 

Macroscopic Characters: 

 Plant: An erect, annual herb, growing up to 30-110 cm tall. 

 Leaves: Simple, lance-shaped, and green, about 2-4 cm wide and 5-10 cm long. 

 Flowers: Small, pink or white with purple streaks, blooming in clusters. 

 Taste: Intensely bitter. 



Chemical Constituents : 

 Essential oils 

 Camphor 

 Cineole 

 Thujone 

 Sesquiterpene lactones 

 Flavonoids 

 Polyphenols 

 Tannins 

 Saponins 

 Alkaloids 

 Terpenoids 

 

Uses: 

 Anti inflammatory 

 Antimicrobial  

 Treats respiratory disorder  

 Antispasmodic 

 Used in digestive disorder 

 

 

 


