
Tamil Name ரக்தசந்தனம்
Common Name Red Sandalwood 

Biological Source Pterocarpus santalinus
Family Fabaceae

Geographical Source:
Red Sandalwood is native to the southern regions of India, particularly in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh. In Tamil Nadu  it is restricted to the Vellore and Chengalpattu districts. 

Macroscopic Characters:
 Leaves: The leaves are compound, alternately arranged, and pinnate, with 3 to 5 leaflets.
 Stem: The trunk is cylindrical, straight, and can grow up to 8-11 meters tall.
 Flowers: The flowers are small, yellow, or pale yellow in color.
 Fruit: The fruit is a flat, disc-shaped pod, around 5-7 cm in diameter.
 Roots: The root system is deep and strong, allowing the tree to thrive in arid and rocky 

soils.



Chemical Constituents: 
 Santalin: The primary red pigment responsible for the characteristic red color of the 

wood.
 Pterocarpin: A flavonoid with medicinal properties.
 Santalic acid
 Tannins, Phenolic compounds, Flavonoids and Essential oils.

Uses:
 Skin care
 Anti-inflammatory
 Antioxidant
 Blood purifier
 Antipyretic
 Wound healing
 Diaphoretic


