
Tamil Name சீமை‌ கருவேலை
Common Name Mesquite

Biological Source Prosopis juliflora
Family Fabaceae

Geographical Source:
Native to Central and South America, but it has been introduced and naturalized in tropical and 
subtropical regions around the world, including India, Africa, the Middle East, and Southeast 
Asia.

Macroscopic Characters:
 Leaves: Compound, bipinnate, with small, oval leaflets. The leaves are green and 

feathery, arranged in pairs along the rachis.
 Stem: The plant has a thorny, woody stem that is usually dark brown to grey. The trunk 

can grow thick with rough bark.
 Flowers: Small, yellowish-white, and fragrant flowers that grow in dense cylindrical 

spikes, usually blooming after the rainy season.



 Fruit: Long, narrow, and cylindrical pods (10-30 cm long) that turn brown upon 
maturation. The pods contain seeds surrounded by a sweet pulp.

 Height: It is a small to medium-sized tree that can grow up to 3-12 meters tall.

Chemical Constituents:
 Alkaloids
 Tannins
 Flavonoids
 Phenolic compounds
 Saponins
 Proteins
 Sugars 

Uses:
 Treat skin infections
 Antimicrobial properties
 Treating digestive issues 


